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A something in a summerõs Day 

As slow her flambeaux burn away  

Which solemnizes me.  

 

A something in a summerõs noon ñ 

A depth ñ an Azure ñ a perfume ñ 

Transcending ecstasy.  

 

And still within a summerõs night 

A something so transporting bright  

I clap my hands to see ñ 

 

Then veil my too inspecting face  

Lets such a subtle ñ shimmering grace  

Flutter too far for me ñ 

 

The wizard fingers never rest ñ 

The purple brook within the breast  

Still chafes it narrow bed ñ 

 

Still rears the East her amber Flag ñ 

Guides still the sun along the Crag  

His Caravan of Red ñ 

 

So looking on ñ the night ñ the morn  

Conclude the wonder gay ñ 

And I meet, coming throõ the dews 

Another summerõs Day! 

 

~Emily Dickinson  

 



Dear Community, 

  

This being the last Smoke Signals of the 2010 -2011 school year, I want take time to thank you for your contin-

ued support to the students of the Sanford School District.  Your attendance at Parent -Teacher Conferences, 

parent programs, academic programs, assemblies, athletic events, and meetings in support of the students is 

very much appreciated.  There are few districts in the state so supported by parents and community.  I want 

to thank you for assisting us and trusting us with your childrenõs education. 

 

 I would also like to thank those who work for the Sanford School District.  It takes all of us working 

hard together to provide educational opportunities for the students.  Our teachers and staff do a wonderful 

job to make our school the best.  I feel fortunate to work with such a highly qualified and dedicated group of 

people.  You truly care about the students.  

 

 I offer my congratulations to our senior class.  Every senior received a scholarship to attend an insti-

tution of higher education.  Most of the seniors have already completed college credit hours, and for some, 

nearly a semester of college credit will be received through courses offered by the district.  Congratulations 

on all of your accomplishments and good luck in pursuing your dreams.  

 

I want to also congratulate all the students who have attended Sanford Schools from preschool 

through the twelfth grade on a great 2010 -2011 school year.  Your educational accomplishments are to be com-

mended.  I have reviewed some of your work, spent time with you in the classroom, and taken notice of your 

accomplishments.  In my opinion, you are an elite student body, and your dedication to your education is felt in 

all aspects of Sanford Schools.  Thank you for a great year!  

 

I express my thanks to Krista Bond and the Journalism class for the Smoke Signals.  This is a great 

communication tool for our community, and you do a terrific job.  I enjoy reading each publication.  

 

As summer break begins, I look forward to finding out if the school will be the recipient of the BEST 

grant.  This should be known by June 30 th .  In anticipation of receiving the BEST grant, I look forward to work-

ing with community for your support of the BEST grant by passing the bond necessary to meet the minimal 

match.  It is the districtõs only opportunity to improve the school facilities.  There is no other way for us to 

accomplish this.  

 

Finally, I would like to address the declining funding for K -12 education by the state of Colorado.  Once 

again funding was reduced in the amount of approximately $159,000.  This brings the total state funding cuts 

to nearly 13% of our funding in two years.  Funding for the 2011 -2012 school year will be less than what we re-

ceived in 2005.  These levels of funding reductions are very difficult to manage for a district our size, yet we 

continue to be committed to the students.  There is no doubt that if the funding trend continues, it will lead to 

difficult decisions that will heavily impact every aspect of our school.  I appreciate your continued support 

through these difficult times.  

 

Sincerely,  

Kevin Edgar 

Superintendentõs Message 

òExceptional Education, Challenging you to Succeed.ó 
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Dear Parents/Guardians:  

This has been a productive and challenging year in your childrenõs education. I am hon-
ored to serve as the principal at Sanford, and I have enjoyed working with your children 
throughout the year.  

I have often said that our school may not be perfect, that up close there is much that 
can be improved. Still, I am continually impressed with the quality of students in atten-
dance, and the community -wide respect and support that we are afforded as a school. In 
truth, our jobs are made easier and more rewarding by the absence of distractions that 
many schools face and the respect this community holds for its scholars and for learning 
in general.  

I am very proud of the progress your children have made. I look forward to watching 
them impact their society in a positive manner and embrace challenges in the future. I 
have no doubt that they will make a difference. That is what school and life is all about.  

Because we had no school closings for inclement weather this year, the two òsnow daysó 
built into the 2010 -2011 schedule will be dropped. This means that the last school day 
for students has been tentatively set for Tuesday, May 24.  

If there are any emergency, system wide closings between now and the end of the 
school year, the schedule will be adjusted accordingly, and you will be informed.  

I hope that each of you enjoys the time with your children this summer.   

 

My best to each of you,  

Mr. Judd  

Secondary Principalõs Message 

òThe best way to get ahead is to use the one youõve 

got.ó ~Unknown 
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Summer break is here!  It has been a productive year, and I have enjoyed 
working with the staff and students.  New this past year has been our using 
the òNWEA Mapsó testing.  Your childõs spring report will be included with 
his/her final report card.  We have shown overall steady growth of our stu-
dentsõ performance on this test.   

 

Along with all the summer activities you have planned, please continue to en-
courage your son or daughter to read and challenge himself/herself with 
òeverydayó math type problems to keep his/her skills sharp.   

 

Most of all, I hope we all have a safe and enjoyable summer!  See you in Au-
gust when we will have a new adventure waiting for us all.  
  
Sincerely,  

Mrs. Luella Crowther  

Greetings from the Elementary Principal  

òHave a safe and enjoyable summer!ó 
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 What a year!   This has been one of the busiest years I have 

had in my teaching experience.   The kids have done phenomenal!  I 

could not be prouder of each and every one of them.   In the past 

month the kids have been making books.   We make a book every week.   On 

Wednesday, the students plan their stories.   They have to come up with a title.   Whatever 

their title is determines what the rest of their book is about.   Once they   have their title, 

they have to come up with three sentences that go with their title.   This will give them 

their beginning, middle, and end of their books.   After the students write their stories, I 

read them and check for errors.   On Thursday, the students write their books on construc-

tion paper.   The title goes on the front.   The beginning goes on the first page.   The middle 

goes on the second page, and the end is on the back page.   They copy over their words with 

markers, which they love.   Then they make they make their illustrations.   Finally, the book 

is placed on our bookshelf where all of the students can read their classmatesõ books.  At 

first, this was quite the process.   It is now something that the kids look forward to and fin-

ish independently.   We are also on lesson 84 of our reading series.   Each day the students 

are pulled into a 15 -minute reading group where they have to blend sounds together to make 

words and then read a story.   I am amazed at what these students are learning and how flu-

ent they are reading.   They have all grown so much and matured in their behavior tremen-

dously!  Thank you parents for all of your support throughout the year.   I couldnõt have done 

it without you!   Please continue to give your child opportunities to read and write through-

out the summer.  

Lytleõs Kindergarten News 

~Recycle, Recycle, Recycle~  
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1st Graders are Recycling Winners!  

 

 Congratulations to first grade! They won Student Councilõs Recycling Competition this year. 

Following is a list of totals:  

Kindergarten ð 15 Bags 

1st Grade ð 25 Bags 

2nd Grade ð 2 Bags 

4th  Grade ð 1 Bag 

The first graders enjoyed a Dominos pizza party on Thursday, April 28, 2011. Student Council will 

donate all money collected from recycling to our local Habitat for Humanity. Awesome job to all 

who participated, and way to go first graders!  



 Sanford High Schoolõs Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) and 

Family Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) members had a 

very successful year. The FCCLA Chapter had a great year full of service con-

sisting of: a FCCLA Kidsõ Health Fair, Nursing Home Visits, Canned Food Drive, 

òWalk Across Americaó along with health awareness lessons, and much more! 

Stetson Edgar was elected as Coloradoõs Vice President over Programs and 

Peer Education. The members represented themselves well at state. We are 

proud to announce that three of our members, Stetson Edgar as a Colorado 

State Leader, Amberly Edgar, and Morgan Neese will represent Sanford High 

School at Nationals in Anaheim, California this summer. Other Gold Medalists 

are: Jerrica Barr, Kylan Reynolds, Kelly Crowther, Paige McDaniel, Kelli Canty, Nicole Salazar, Taten 

Koenig, Makenna Canty, Kendra Neese, and Ashley Miller. Congratulations to all FCCLA state atten-

dees. Sanfordõs FBLA Chapter had a wonderful year full of service. Chapter members held a Hallow-

een dance to, òSpook Away Cancer.ó All of the proceeds were donated to a community member and 

her family to help with medical expenses. They held a òGratitude Nightó and also partnered with lo-

cal businesses to promote the school website and use of technology in their community.  The FBLA 

State Competition was held in Vail, Colorado, in April. Sanford was represented by thirty -seven 

members. Nineteen of our members placed at state: Lindsey Rodriguez, Jessica Sowards, Bethany 

Tailleur, Paige McDaniel, Whitney Blinzinger, Addie Lucero, Taylor Anderson, Amanda Romero, Jor-

dan Larsen, Ashley Miller, Tommy Caldon, Whitney Canty, Tara Crowther, Tess Mortensen, Michelle 

Crowther, Brittany Rodgers, and Kristen Hawkins. Kelly Crowther and Amberly Edgar placed first in 

Spreadsheet Applications and Database Design and Applica-

tions, respectively, and will represent Sanford High School in 

Orlando, Florida at FBLA Nationals this summer. Congratula-

tions to all FBLA state attendees.  

Left Picture: Morgan Neese and Amberly Edgar place 1st at 

State FCCLA.  

Above Right Picture: Kelly Crowther and Amberly Edgar 

place 1st at State FBLA.  

 

FBLA and FCCLA End the Year with National Competitors  

Good luck at Nationals Morgan, Amberly, and Kelly!  
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The students of Sanford High School attended an Alive @ 25 

Presentation on Wednesday, April 13, 2011. Student Council planned 

the activity. State Trooper Travis DePriest presented the 

course.  His presentation was to inform students how to be safe 

when behind the wheel. He did a wonderful job. He pointed out to 

the kids that if they even receive one DUI, it will follow them for 

the rest of their lives. He reiterated over and over that many traf-

fic accidents these days are caused by people texting while driving. 

His statistics were dumbfounding.  This safety presentation was es-

pecially needed as prom was scheduled for Friday night, April 15, 

2011.  After the presentation, all prom attendees pledged to be safe on prom night. They 

each participated in station activities while wearing fatal vision goggles. They had to ride 

tricycles through a maze, diaper babies, shoot hoops, and pour water into glasses. Mason 

Larsen had to walk the line as just himself first, and then he had to walk the line as himself 

while wearing fatal vision goggles. He did well the first time, and the second time he 

choked. Some students were more able to perform the tasks with the fatal vision goggles 

on than others, but all struggled somewhat. It was very fun for all involved. Student Council 

gave each participant a sucker, gum, and Smarties to encourage him/her not to, òbe a Dum, 

Dum. Chews to be a Smartyó on prom night. 

Sanford Schools would like to thank the Colorado State Patrol and State Trooper 

Travis DePriest for his willingness and efforts in helping us be safe. Prom night came and 

went, and we did have safety on our side. We all learned a lot and will hopefully choose to be 

safe EVERY time we get behind the wheel!      ~Ashleigh Cooper  

Alive @ 25 in Sanford  
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Yearbooks for Sale!  

 Yearbooks for the 2010 -2011 school year are currently for sale. The cost is $30.00 per 

book. The theme this year is, òMaking Memories Piece by Piece.ó Reserve yours today by talking to 

Mrs. Bond or the front office. Remember: Memories are priceless!  

Daniels Fund Scholar  

 Congratulations to senior Jon Morgan, recipient of the Daniels Fund 

Scholarship. This scholarship will fund a studentõs entire college tuition for 

four years at any college he wishes to attend. Way to go Jon, and good luck!  

Above: Dillon Gonzales tries 
to maneuver a tricycle 

through a maze of cones 
while wearing fatal vision 

goggles. 



 Although there are many ways to help pro-

tect the environment, our Earth Science class, 

with our Teacher, Mr. Hall, chose to pick up trash 

outside our school on Wednesday, April 6th, 2011. 

We are currently studying pollution and its ef-

fects. We decided to do our part. As we walked 

out the front door of the school, we headed to the 

fence, and to our amazement, there was a ton of 

trash everywhere! We proceeded to pick up the 

trash. Shortly after beginning, our trash sacks 

were full. We walked around the entire perimeter 

of the school. We filled six to seven trash sacks full of dirty trash that could have been prevented 

if people were more environmentally aware. As we took the trash back into the classroom, everyone 

was amazed at the amount we picked up in such a short amount of time and in such a small area. 

Truthfully, we have all gained more knowledge about pollution, and we will all try a lot harder to pre-

vent polluting our earth.  

By: Kevin Crowther and Joseph Bunker  

Freshmen Students Fight Pollution  

SMOKE SIGNALS  

Fifth Grade States Fair  

 Mrs. Larsenõs fifth grade class held the an-

nual Sates Fair on Thursday, April 21, 2011.  Plan-

ning the States Fair took long hours and a lot of 

research. Each student first had to choose a state 

that he/she wanted to learn about or really liked. 

After picking their states, the kids had to dive into 

researching facts and information concerning their 

states. When all the researching was done, the stu-

dents made boards and put all of their information on the boards. 

After completing all this hard work, the studentsõ parents were invited to view the state boards and 

celebrate the studentsõ hard work. Each student also made some food that is popular in his/her 

state and shared it with all attendees at the fair. The fourth and sixth graders were invited to 

share in the festivity. Each fifth grader enjoyed participating in the fair. Overall, the hard work 

paid off as they all learned something about the different states. 

Great job fifth graders and 

Mrs. Larsen. Way to go!  

By: Jordan Larsen  
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 On Thursday, March 31 st , Sanford community members gathered together to honor 

the girls basketball team on their winning the Class 2A 2011 State Basketball Championship. The ta-

bles were adorned in green and white, and balloons floated amongst pictures highlighting the girlsõ 

successful season. Secondary principal Mr. David Judd welcomed everyone to the event. Attendees 

enjoyed roast, potatoes, side dishes, and cake. After the meal, Mr. Blake Canty stood and intro-

duced the team. They clapped high fives and cheered, òWe Are SANFORD!ó Blake spoke about the 

seasonõs ups and downs and what being champions is really all about. He discussed that when a team 

wins in Sanford, our entire community wins. The audience then viewed a òHighlights of the Yearó 

video of the girls playing ball. It was a wonderful time of celebration and enjoyment. Congratulations 

Lady Indians and all Sanford Indians!  

 Amongst the delight of the evening, another great feat was accomplished. For years there 

has been pressure for schools that use Native American mascots to drop their mascots and adopt 

others. A piece of legislation was introduced just last year that attempted to make any school using 

an Indian mascot pay a high monthly fee for continued use of the mascot.  

We Sanford Indians no longer need to worry. In January our Student Council, namely Presi-

dent -Ryan Miller and Vice -president -Kelly Crowther, under the direction of Sponsor Mrs. Krista 

Bond, took measures to ensure that Sanford can forever continue to use òIndiansó as its mascot. 

One stipulation of gaining our Indian mascot approval was to gain approval from a local Native 

American Indian tribe. John Canty, a representative of our local Catawba Tribe, signed an official 

letter granting permission for Sanford Schools to continue using òIndiansó as its mascot. This letter 

clearly states that we may continue the tradition of Sanford Schools without compromising our 

òIndianó identity.  

 Another part of getting òIndiansó approved as our official mascot was the require-

ment that the Indian symbol be original, not common or computer generated. We have adopted a 

unique image as our own forever. Many will be familiar with him, but he has been tweaked and 

changed to fit our new gym and this new time in Sanfordõs 

history. His original creator, Mr. Ivan Curley, has proudly 

granted us permission to use him as our official mascot on all 

insignia, apparel, letterhead, etc., that we deem necessary. 

We never again have to worry about the security of our In-

dian mascot. Our school, our community, our future, our 

heritage: Sanford Indians! Past, present, and future, we will 

always proudly be the Sanford Indians. òTHE TRIBEó HAS 

SPOKEN! 

 Student Council would like to offer thanks to all 

those who helped get this feat accomplished! Go Indians!  

~Mrs. Bond 

Sanford Celebrates State Championship and Indian Mascot Forever  

Go Big Green!  
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Senior Trip to Elitch Gardens ñMay 12 
Jr. High Track @ Center ñMay 13 

Jr. High Baseball Tournament ñMay 13-14 
H.S. Track @ Center ñMay 14 

H.S. Regional BaseballñMay 13-14 
Preschool to visit Kindergarten ñMay 16 

District Accountability Committee Meeting 7:00 p.m. in the library ñMay 17 
Honor Choir Tour ñMay 17 

Student Council Elections 7th hour ñMay 18 
BOE Meeting (possibly) - May 18 

Kindergarten fieldtrip to alligator farm and bowling ñMay 19 
2nd grade fieldtrip (TBA) - May 19 

National Honor Society Bake Sale After School ñMay 19 
State Track ñMay 19-21 

State Baseball ñMay 19-21 
4th  grade @ SplashlandñMay 22  

6th  grade @ ZapatañMay 22  
Kindergarten Graduation 7:00 p.m. Jr. High Gym ñMay 23  

Preschool Parent ProgramñMay 23  
Jr. High fieldtrip (TBA) - May 23  

Last day of school - May 24  
Athletic Awards 6:00 p.m. ñMay 24  

1st  and 3rd  grade fieldtrip to Hooper ñMay 24  
5th  grade fieldtrip to Taos ñMay 24  

Teacher Work Day ñMay 25  
High School Graduation 7:00 p.m. ñMay 27  

Calendar of Upcoming Events  

Sanford Indians  
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  Congratulations to Mitchell Peterson, Michelle Crowther, 
Kelly Crowther, and Amberly Edgar for being nominated as our 
schoolõs Outstanding Junior Boy and Girls.  They were all hon-
ored at a banquet at the Masonic Lodge in Alamosa on Thursday 
evening, April 28, 2011. They were nomi-
nated because of their dedication to their 
school work, grades, etc. Keep up the 
great work students!  

Outstanding Junior Boy and Girls  

Learning Lasts a Lifetime!  
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 Itõs hard to believe that the school year is al-
most at an end. The preschool children are excited to 
become kindergarteners. We have had fun preparing 
socially, emotionally, and academically for kindergarten. We have communicated with the 
kindergarten teachers on a regular basis to insure that our preschoolers have the require-
ments needed to succeed in kindergarten; our preschoolers have certainly met those re-
quirements. We would like to thank the parents/guardians. Your partnership and sup-
port was instrumental in this accomplishment and in our preschool attaining a 4 - star 
Qualistar rating. We enjoyed having your children in preschool and wish them a suc-
cessful continuous school experience.  

 Sanford Preschool currently has three slots available in the morning and three in the 
afternoon. If anyone is interested in having your child attend preschool, please contact us 
at 274 -5167 as our slots fill up quickly. Pre -K (4-5 year -old) children will be served before 
3-4 year old children; however, we will take all applications and enroll children until all 30 
slots are full.  

Monday, May 23 rdñLast day of school; Preschool Parent Program @ 11:00 a.m.  

If you have any questions, please call us at 274 -5167. 

Thank you,  

Mrs. Malouff & Mrs. Martinez  

Have a Fun and Safe Summer!  

Preschool News  



 Wow, I canõt believe that the end is already here!  What a great year we have had in 

kindergarten this year.   I am so proud of all that these students have accomplished this 

year!  I would also like to thank all the parents for their help in their childrenõs success and 

achievements.  Each student is looking forward to the last couple of weeks. With our class 

fieldtrip and then graduation just around the corner, the daily anticipation is growing!  

 One fun activity the students recently enjoyed was reading the book, Flat 
Stanley .  In this book a boy is flattened when a bulletin board falls on him.   Then he goes on 

an adventure to visit a family in California.   He is sent around the country through the 

mail.  After reading the book,  each student made his/her own Flat Stanley and sent him to 

family members throughout the U.S.A.   Then the families took Flat Stanley on adventures 

in their hometowns and wrote to our class about the area and the things Flat Stanley did 

with them.  Our Flat Stanleys traveled to Washington D.C, Missouri, Minnesota, California, 

and even Hawaii and Alaska, to name a few.  We had a great time learning about these dif-

ferent areas. It was a fun learning experiment.   

 I want to wish each kindergartener the best of luck in his/her upcoming years, and I 

hope they all keep up their hard work in school.   Have a safe and awesome summer! 

 

~Mrs. Gartrell  

Gartrellõs Kindergarten News 

òDoing your best is more important than being 

the best.ó ~Shannon Miller 
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 We cannot believe that this year is almost over!  We presented our play, òTrouble in 
Bunnyville,ó to our parents.  The boys and girls had lots of fun practicing and presenting 
the play. The 200ll SLV Rural Electric Coloring Contest winners are Josephine Peterson and 
Ty Crowther.  They will be presented with a Louie the Lightning Bug t -shirt and stuffed 
animals from Mrs. Roybal.  We have a fun field trip to Splashland planned on May 19 th . We 
have been working hard this year and are looking forward to summer vacation.  All of the 
boys and girls are excited for 2 nd grade!  

Forsterõs First Grade News 



 Itõs hard to believe another school year is coming to a close.  I really hate to see this 

year come to an end.  Iõve really enjoyed watching my students grow in each subject.  They 

have worked really hard for me, and their progress has been amazing!  Thank you fourth 

graders!  Parents: please help your students find time for reading throughout the summer.  

I know it is hard, but I promise it is well worth it.  The Conejos County Library always has a 

summer reading program as an option, as does the Alamosa Library.  Give these libraries a 

call and see what they are offering this summer.  Also, thanks for all your help making sure 

your student read at night.   

Victoria Bailey ð Happy to be at School award  

Madison Caldon ð Always Thorough award  

Juliet Chaloupek ð Always Helpful award  

Ally Crowther ð Miss Writer award  

Brieanna Crowther ð Always Happy award 

Abbi Duran ð Miss Character award  

Chelsea Edgar ð Miss Perfectionist award  

Dalton Gartrell ð Mr. Reader award  

Chase Holman ð Mr. Prepared award  

Thad Jackson ð Gives it 100% award  

Matthew Maestas ð Super Student award  

Olivia Martinez ð Happy Girl award  

Lacy McCarroll ð Miss Bright award  

Jakob Peterson ð Super Reader award  

Max Salazar ð Mr. Busy award  

Sierra Scheibe ð Miss Soft Spoken award  

Danielle Silva ð Sugar Sweet award  

Mortensenõs Fourth Grade News 

Just Read!  
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 We have had a great Knowledge Bowl season this year. The 7 th  graders have brought 

home a 2nd or 3 rd  place medal at almost every meet. The 8 th  graders have always been right 

at the very top only to miss out on the medals by one or two points.  Our highest scorer for 

the 8 th  grade is team captain, Morris Sowards. His teammates are Breanna Rogers, Alexis 

Duran, and JT DePriest who also add many points.   Our high scorer for the 7 th  grade is 

Tristen Peterson with close runner -up Taylor Weaver.   Other major contributors to the 

medal winning 7th  graders are: Chance Canty, Joslin Bunker and Bridgett Reed. Other con-

tributors to the accumulated team points are: Melissa Juarez, Moses Casias, Janaylee 

Fringer, Yesinia Garcia, Brianne Lopez, Brandi Medina, Daniel Baca, Lillian Chavez, Marli 

Crowther, Ashley Mayer, Katie Thomas, and Kaydee Westberg. The 8 th  grade is invited to 

the high school end of the year meet at ASC for incoming HS Kbowl students on May 18 th . 

~Mrs. Kooiman 

Junior High Knowledge Bowl 2011  

It is smart to be smart!  
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This year our high school track team has been very successful.  The girls 4x100, 

4x200, and Medley relays have all qualified for State.  Lindsey Rodriguez, Tori 

Mortensen, Kylan Reynolds, and Amberly Edgar have all participated in these relays.  

Whitney Blinzinger, Nicole Salazar, and Paige McDaniel are all close to qualifying in jump-

ing events.  Kelli Canty has done a great job in the hurdles and high jump.  The boysõ por-

tion of the team is rather small this year, but Chris Petty, Joseph Bunker, and Ty Koenig 

have done an excellent job.  Tori Mortensen is ranked 3 rd  in the state in the 100 meter 

hurdles.  State Track will be on Friday -Saturday, May 19th, 20th, and 21st.  Please come 

out and support our track team. Go Indians!  

~Paige McDaniel 

Indian Track  



 I canõt believe this year has come and gone so quickly. This yearõs class has been a very en-
joyable and rewarding class to teach. They are a very social class, and there has never been a dull 
moment. The one thing I will remember most about them is how well they get along with each other. 
They are all really good friends. There has been no fighting among them, and they are always looking 
out for each other. I will miss them, but I know they will do well and achieve great things as they 
continue their education here at Sanford Schools.  

I asked each one of them to tell his/her favorite 5 th  grade memory or give advice to the upcoming 
5th  graders. Below are their responses:  

Jordan Crowther ð having the nicest teacher so far  
Jasmine Mayer ñmy favorite memory in 5 th  grade was when I made up the game òsniper attack.ó  
Jackson Jarvis ñwhen substitutes are here, switch desks. Also, turn in your packets, or youõll 

have your nose on the wall at recess.  
Samantha Saizñwhat I liked about 5 th  grade was our Sponge Bob banner for Homecoming. My 

favorite subjects were reading and spelling.  
Kieanna SalazarñTo all the 4 th  graders. Next year will be the best. It will be so much fun. Donõt 

forget to write your name on your packets and turn them in.  
Cooper Canty --  you guys are going to have a great time and a good year. Just turn in all your 

work, and you will be fine.  
Taylor Larsen ñI loved 5 th  grade! The thing that I loved the best was that my mom was the 
teacher. This was the best year! I donõt want to move on to 6th  grade. 

Kylan Andersonñ be very good and not a snot.  
Kyle Miller ð hand in your packets! If you do, 5 th  grade is a lollipop pony land.  
Colby Honn ð fifth grade had been one of the best grades Iõve been in since 2nd and 3rd.  Itõs a 

great class if you behave and are nice.  
Hunter Peterson ð when we did the States Fair and brought food. For Homecoming we were 

Sponge Bob, and it was the best of the year.  
Thalissa Romero ð 5th  grade was the best year ever.  
Aimee Westberg ð most of the school work is just like 4 th  grade.  
Colton Weaver ð the field trips are great, and so are Art and P.E. I think this has been the best 

school year.  
Ernan Garcia ð turn in your work or get on the wall for recess. You donõt want that.  
Brett Wonser ð It is like 4 th  grade. 
Sherree Rodriguez ð if I had to choose one thing that I like about 5 th  

grade, I would say being with my friends.  
Christen Juarez ð States Fair was the best thing ever in 5 th  grade.  
Harley Vialpando ð States Fair was really fun because you got to 

learn about different states and their food.  
 Max stark ð Mrs. Larsen goes bizarre on Thursdays.  
Magurie Peterson ð I like 5 th  grade because we get to go to Taos.  
Kim Guymon ð òSnapper Attackó teacher is okay with the game as long 
as itõs not done in class.  

Skylar Wagner ð absent.  

Mrs. Larsenõs Fifth Grade News 
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Elementary Softball  

 We are having a softball tournament for the fourth, fifth, and sixth 
graders. The top six kids who have the best grades in the sixth grade are 
the pickers. We started the tournament the first week we came back from 
Spring Break. It is a lot of fun for everyone. The winner of the tournaments gets to play 
the teachers. I hope the team Iõm on will win the tournament and beat the undefeated 
teachers.  

~Chad Crowther  

Honor Choir  

 Honor choir is fun because you can get out of doing work. 
Also, we get to do fun things and learn new songs. It is a privilege 
to be in Honor Choir. The Honor Choir gets to go on tour and doesnõt 

have to make up the work. Honor Choir also has an awesome director.  

~Ayla Lopez  

Fine Arts Festival  

 In the Fine Arts Festival there will be singing, dancing, and all kinds 
of things that will be fun to watch or see. There will be lots of music 
and singing. At the Fine Arts Festival there will be art projects that 

have been made. Mrs. Larson and Mrs. Valentine worked hard with the kids to make the Fine 
Arts Festival a success.  

~Kristian Jowers  

Cantyõs Sixth Grade News 
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 The Sanford FFA Chapter has been up to a lot. We went to the State 

Judging Competition in Fort Collins, Colorado, recently and did very well. We had a livestock 

judging team, a horse judging team, and a floral judging team. All three teams were very 

well trained and prepared for the competition. Also, we have recently elected new officers 

for the 2011 -2012 school year. We had our annual FFA Banquet on May 9, 2011, where the 

new officers were installed; chapter members were awarded different honors; and all mem-

bers were applauded for their hard work and efforts throughout the year. The new officer 

team will consist of Kelli Canty ñPresident; Ashley Miller ñVice-president; Anastasia 

MathesñSecretary; Alycia Valdez ñTreasurer; Stetson Edgar ñSentinel; and Yvette Chris-

tensenñReporter. The new officer team plans to do much work to help its chapter in the 

upcoming school year.  

~Kelli CantyñRetiring Reporter  

FFA News  
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The eighth grade recently studied William Shakespeare.  They read his last comedy, 
Twelfth Night,  and also his Sonnet XVIII.  The class learned about the Shakespearean 
sonnet, and they wrote their own.  They composed sonnets in the Shakespearean rhyme 
scheme of ABAB, CDCD. EFEF, GG (three quatrains and a couplet).  The three quatrains 
present an issue or a problem, and the last two lines present a solution or a feeling of 
hope.  They were to try to write in iambic pentameter as nearly as they could.  Click on 
the following links to view some samples of the sonnets the class members composed:  

Brett ð War 

 

Clayton ð Death at War 

 

Janaylee- Texting and Driving 

Kaylee- Troublesome Problems 

Reagan- War 

Samantha- The Bully 

Morris- The Killing of Elk 

Joseph- War 

The seventh grade is reading the novel Call of the Wild , by Jack London.  After reading 
the first chapter, the students were assigned to write a poem about the main character, 
Buck, consisting of three quatrains and one couplet.  The quatrains present a situation in 
which a problem exists, and the couplet makes a prediction or asks a question.  They fol-
lowed a certain rhyme scheme and also used poetic devices such as simile, metaphor, and 
alliteration.  Click on the following links to view a sampling of the poems that were written:  

Giovanni- Journey of Buck 

 

Joslin- Buck 

 

Kenzie- Buck 

Lilly- Call of the Wilderness 

Tristan- Life as Buck 

Katie- Buckõs Adventure 

Kiana- The Past Comes to Life 

Marli- Buck 

file:///P:/sonnet/Brett.pdf
file:///P:/sonnet/Clayton.pdf
file:///P:/sonnet/Janaylee.pdf
file:///P:/sonnet/Kaylee.pdf
file:///P:/sonnet/reagan.pdf
file:///P:/sonnet/Samantha.pdf
file:///P:/sonnet/Morris.pdf
file:///P:/sonnet/Joseph.pdf
file:///P:/Call%20of%20the%20wild/Giovanni.pdf
file:///P:/Call%20of%20the%20wild/Joslin.pdf
file:///P:/Call%20of%20the%20wild/kenzie.pdf
file:///P:/Call%20of%20the%20wild/Lilly.pdf
file:///P:/Call%20of%20the%20wild/Tristan.pdf
file:///P:/Call%20of%20the%20wild/Katie.pdf
file:///P:/Call%20of%20the%20wild/Kiana.pdf
file:///P:/Call%20of%20the%20wild/Marli.pdf


Sanford held its 2011 Prom, òA Moment in Time,ó on Friday eve-

ning, April 15 th . The evening began with a banquet of roast beef, potatoes, 

salad, and cake. Whitney Blinzinger, Paige McDaniel, and Bethany Taullier 

impressed the audience with a singing performance. Then, Adele Barr, a 

local Sanford resident, spoke to the attendees about the future and mak-

ing good choices. When the banquet was over, students left to prepare themselves for the evening 

ahead.  

At 8:30 the students took center stage as they participated in the Grand March in front of 

many Sanford community members. The gym was adorned in blues, stars, and lights as each couple 

showed off its stunning attire and adornment. Seniors Mason Myers and Carmen Garcia were named 

Prom King and Queen, and they enjoyed a dance together followed by a couplesõ dance. After that, 

parents/guardians were able to share a special moment with their kids as they danced together. Af-

ter all the hoopla was over, it was time to get down to business.  

Sanford students danced, shuffled, and glided the night away to music played by DJ Cole 

Miller. The kids shook it to the Cha Cha Slide, Cotton -Eyed Joe, Cupid Shuffle, etc. You name it, 

they danced to it. Many students took pictures to create nostalgia for years to come. Prom ended at 

midnight, but the night was just beginning for the students.   

Sanford After -Prom was held from 1:00 to 4:00 a.m. at the Sanford Community Center. San-

ford students and their dates enjoyed inflatable activities, music, a wonderful performance by hyp-

notist Rusty Z, and refreshments that were generously donated by local contributors.  After -Prom 

was funded and organized exclusively by Sanford junior class parents and contributing sponsors.  

The Sanford After -Prom Committee would like to express their sincere appreciation to the follow-

ing contributors:  Dominos Pizza, Pepsi, Wal -Mart, Town of Sanford and Sanford Community Center, 

Jackõs Market, La Jara Pharmacy, Hometown Food Market, Louis Auto Sales, Baroz Auto Service, 

Reed Tire, Community Banks of Colorado, Splash ôNõ Dash Carwash, J.R. McDaniel Trucking, Paul and 

Elaine Faucette, San Luis Valley Peace Officers, For Heavenõs Sake, La Jara Trading Post, David and 

Carolyn Faucette, San Luis Valley Brewery, Annõs Caf®, Wendyõs, Maurices, Narrow Gauge News-

stand, McDonaldõs, Subway, City Market, Valley Food Coop, Sanford Schools, San Luis Valley Pizza, 

Parts Plus (La Jara),  Pizza Hut, Geneõs Barber Shop, ABC Pro Bowl, Safeway, 

Carlucciõs, Shelley Russell, Lynette De Priest, Genie Reed, Mike Duran, Vaughn 

Miller, Jack Miller. Without their generous contributions, After -Prom would 

not have been possible.  

Overall, Sanfordõs prom night 

was an awesome experience 

for everyone involved. It will 

be remembered for years to 

come. It was definitely, òA 

Moment in Time!ó  

Prom 2011 ñóA Moment in Timeó 
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 On Thursday, May 5, 2011, we held our annual National Honor Society Induction Cere-

mony.  Overall, it was a very enjoyable night. This year we inducted 11 new members. We 

had 15 members, so we now have 26 members. This is the biggest group we have had in San-

fordõs history. Students were eligible for membership based on their cumulative grade point 

averages and their dedication to scholarship, service, leadership, and character. All mem-

bers exhibit excellence in these areas.  Congratulations to all new and current members! Be-

ing a member of National Honor Society is a great honor. We look forward to next yearõs 

activities!  

Current Members:      New Members:  

Whitney Canty ñPresident    Jon Morgan  

Whitney Blinzinger      Taylor Anderson   

Tommy Caldon     Keri Hensley    

Ryan Miller       Mason Larsen 

Morgan Neese     Kelli Canty    

Amanda RomeroñVice-president   Makenna Canty 

Joslyn Mortensen      Kristen Hawkins  

Kayla McGinnis     Brittany Rogers   

Michelle Crowther ñService Tracker   Kendra Neese 

Kelly Crowther ñTreasurer    Nicole Salazar  

Lindsey Rodriguez      Ashley Miller  

Paige McDanielñSecretary  

Amberly Edgar  

Colton Crowther  

Mitchell Peterson  

SponsorñMrs. Bond 

 

~Whitney Canty  

 

National Honor Society News  
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 On Tuesday, April 26 th,  the students in Mr. Hallõs Chemis-

try II class preformed a Chemistry Magic Show for the kinder-

garten. During the show, they demonstrated a variety of chem-

istry experiments that awed and intrigued the kindergarteners. 

One of the childrenõs favorite tricks was the crystal tower per-

formed by Taylor Anderson. It reminded them of the movie 

Tangled. At first the kids were afraid to stand on the bed of nails, but after a demonstra-

tion by Morgan Neese, all the kindergartners wanted a turn to try to stand on it. Amanda 

Romero placed a needle through a balloon, and all the kindergartners loved the magic balloon 

trick. Then, Jon Morgan was able to light a bottle of water on fire. Not only did this amaze 

the young students, but their teachers were amazed as well. Finally, Ryan Miller asked a ge-

nie to crush some pop cans. By the end of 

the hour, the kindergartners all believed 

that Mr. Hallõs Chemistry II students 

must be magicians!  

Chemistry II Magic Show  
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