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Dear Community: 

 

With last Thursday, November 11th, as Veteransô Day, I wish to share my thanks and gratitude for the many vet-

erans who have dedicated and given their lives or a portion of their lives to preserving the freedoms of this great 

country.  In trying economic times, it is easy to point out the negative challenges that face our nation.   Regardless 

of these challenges, we still have the greatest country in the world, and our veterans have assured that our free-

doms have been preserved.  I will forever be grateful to these service men and women.   

 

The Facility Master Plan is making great progress!  At the moment, the district is exploring three different options 

for our school building: 

1. Partial renovation and partial removal of the 1938, 1922, mini-gym and 1993 structure and adding a new ad-

dition. 

2. Removal of entire building except for the 1966 gym and 2000 additions and building a new structure to re-

place that which is removed. 

3.   Removal of the entire building except the 2000 addition and replace all those structures that were removed 

except for the mini-gym. 

 Within the next month, the BOE will decide which model to include in the Facility Master Plan and BEST grant 

application.  In January, the community will once again have input as to specifics they wish to see included in the 

chosen plan.  It is an exciting adventure working with so many to plan the future of the Schoolôs facility.  Donôt 

miss out on the opportunity to share your insight at the community meeting in January. 

 

The Sanford School staff is hard at work providing a great education for students who attend our school.  This 

year there are 346 students in attendance in grades pre-school through 12th.  93 of those students reside outside of 

the district and make up 26% of the student body.  This definitely makes a statement about our school.  I am 

proud of the work being done to educate these students.  We have highly qualified staff who really care about 

your children.  The strong partnership between community and school continues to serve our students well.  To-

gether we are challenging them for success and to be the absolute best. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Edgar 

Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superintendentôs Message 

ñExceptional Education, Challenging you to Succeed.ò 
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Dear Community Members: 

It gives me pleasure to report on the performance of our students at 

Sanford Junior/Senior High School for the 2009-2010 school year. The 

performance of Sanford students in most areas is equal to or better than the performance 

for many of the schools from around the state.    

Percentages of Sanford students meeting the state standards in reading were 63% for 

the junior high, and 74% for the high school. The state average was 68% and 67% 

respectively.  

Percentages of Sanford students meeting the state standards in writing were 60% for 

the junior high, and 62% for the high school. The state average was 56.5% and 

48% respectively.  

Percentages of Sanford students meeting the state standards in math were 58% for the 

junior high, and 51% for the high school. The state average was 50% and 34.5% 

respectively. 

The composite ACT score for Sanford students was 20.8. The state composite score 

was a 20.0. 

The school is in the process of revising our curriculum to meet the new Colorado State 

Standards. The CSAP will also undergo many changes in the coming years. In the 

meantime, I am confident that our teachers are preparing your children for success in 

the 21st century. I think that our teachers, students, and their parents deserve great 

credit for the excellent scores achieved on what the state clearly considers to be a dif-

ficult group of exams. 

Thank you all for making Sanford Junior/Senior High School stand out in this region, and 

across the state, as an outstanding school!  

Mr. Juddôs Message 

ñTalent will get you to the top, but it takes character to keep 

you there.ò ~John Wooden 
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Greetings from the Elementary Principal 

 

When I come in from morning bus duty and walk past the classrooms, it al-

ways touches my heart to hear studentsô voices pledging allegiance to our 

countryôs flag.  In a recent school-wide tribute to our nationôs veterans, we 

were treated with a video of our students reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

May our children understand and have reverence for the many sacrifices that 

have been given to provide them with the opportunity to recite words like 

ñliberty and justice for allò.  I am grateful for this country that preserves the 

freedoms we all enjoy.   

 

The holiday season is quickly upon us.  Some upcoming events are the Junior 

Carnival on Tuesday, Nov. 23rd, which begins Thanksgiving Break.  After re-

turning from break, it will be a busy three weeks to Christmas Break.  The an-

nual Elementary Christmas Operetta will be held on Tuesday, December 14th, 

at 7:00 p.m.  We invite the community to come and celebrate the season with 

us.   

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Luella Crowther 
 

 

 

Notes from Mrs. Crowther 

ñDonôt compromise yourself. You are all youôve got.ò ~Janis 

Joplin 
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 How quickly time is going by: however, preschool is off 

to a good start this second nine weeks. In the month of Novem-

ber, we will continue learning and implementing social skills as 

in being thankful, friendship, sharing and working together to 

accomplish a goal in school, in the community, and in our families. 

We will be discussing nutrition, what we can do to keep ourselves healthy, as well as cultural diversity. 

 Preschool has one morning and two afternoon CPP slots available. For more information please 

call us at 274-5167 or stop by the preschool. Again, we would like to thank the parents for their partici-

pation and cooperation in our preschool program. 

Thank you,  

Mrs. Malouff & Mrs. Martinez 

Preschool News 

ñGenius without education is like silver in the mine.ò 

~Benjamin Franklin  
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Lytleôs Kindergarten News 

 Where has this year gone?  It seems like I come in the morning and start my day, then blink, and 

the day is over.  It is very busy in the classroom which shows that the students are diligently work-

ing.  They are all doing great!  I am so proud of how hard they are working and what they are accom-

plishing.  We are finishing up learning all of the ins and outs of counting to 20.  The students are form-

ing their numbers beautifully and are really understanding how to have one to one correspondence.  A 

couple of weeks ago we started our reading groups, and the kids are really catching on with how to 

blend the sounds in words.  I am already seeing half of my class begin to read.  I am sending home 

books for the students to read.  Please read the note enclosed with the book and see if your child can 

read to you.  They are all so excited to begin this journey.  Once you have read to your child, or your 

child has read to you, please sign the reading note.  After every six books that are read, your child will 

get to go to the treasure chest!  We will begin writing sentences very soon, which the kids are so excited 

for.  They are already copying my sentences, but I canôt wait to see what they will come up 

with.  Thanks for all you do at home with your child!  Have a safe and unforgettable Thanksgiving! 



Dear Parents, 

I would like to keep you up-to-date on what we have been learning in second grade.  Please ask your children to explain to you what they are learning.  

If they cannot explain a certain topic, try and ask guided questions to lead them to answers.  If your child still has no idea what you are talking about, let 

me know- this means I  need to do a better job! 

Reading: We have learned about schema.  Your child should be able to tell you that schema is background knowledge: all of the stuff already in your 

head or bringing back memories.  If your child cannot tell you what schema is without any help, it may help to ask the following questions: 

1.  When a reader uses his schema what are they doing? 

2.  How does schema help a reader? 

If your child still cannot tell you, tell him/her what schema is and send me a short note, so I know I need to work with your student more.  I did give a 

quiz asking students to define schema, and every student earned 100%!  Good job! 

We also talk about taking picture walks before we read a story, looking at all pictures and reading all captions (your child should be able to tell you what 

a caption is and why it is important), and then reading the questions about the story.  This gives students a purpose for reading (they know what they 

need to find out).  After students have completed all of these tasks, they are ready to read the selection.  Ask your child to tell you things that great read-

ers do.  They should be able to explain all of this. 

Student have been taking Accelerated Reading tests.  "Accelerated Reader" is a program we use where all students have an opportunity to earn points by 

reading "Accelerated Reader" books.  The point value is based on the difficulty, or grade level, of the book.  When the students "earn" points, they 

are given "Accelerated Reading" money and have an opportunity to buy a variety of things with their money.  The students are challenged to meet a 

reading goal, and they challenge themselves to meet these goals.  It is important that your student reads his/her library book on the weekends, so he/she 

can pass the test.  I have attached a copy of the tests your student has taken so far this year.  I do not take ñAccelerated Readerò for a grade the first nine 

weeks.  Students are just becoming familiar with the program.  Starting this quarter, ñAccelerated Readerò will count as part of your childôs reading 

grade.  The stories from the red reading book have ñAccelerated Readerò tests also.  This score is the grade for your childôs weekly reading homework. 

Writing: We have learned how to make a brainstorm box to help us plan out our writing.  We have also learned how to use graphic organizers to organ-

ize our writing (see samples).  Students have had the opportunity to work in Microsoft Word and create titles using WordArt for their paragraphs.  I have 

typed the paragraphs students wrote, so they have a published copy.  Students should be able to explain to you what someone does when he proofreads 

something.  We have learned about nouns, proper nouns, and we have worked on using descriptive words (adjectives and adverbs) in our writing to paint 

pictures in our readersô minds. 

Science:  We have been learning all about plants and animals.  I have sent home a science test.  If your child answered any of the questions incorrectly, I 

reviewed the concepts with him.  Students should be able to tell you what adapt means, how plants are grouped, what the parts of a plant are, and what 

each part does.  Ask your child what a habitat is.  Tell him to give you characteristics of a mammal, reptile, bird, fish, and amphibian.  Finally, your 

child should be able to explain to you that a tree loses its leaves in the winter as an adaption.  The tree needs to conserve water, so the leaves do not get 

any through the winter. 

Social Studies:  In social studies students have learned what a compass rose is on a map.  Students have been studying about lif e in the Plymouth Col-

ony.  Your child should be able to tell you why the pilgrims came to America, and what the trip was like.  Students know that the ship was called the 

Mayflower, what a voyage is, and what the ñNew Worldò is. 

Math: Your student should be bringing home math homework most nights (fact homework and the regular homework page).  The only nights students 

do not have homework is if we had a test that day.  We take tests after every five math lessons.  I have sent home a note informing you about how many 

homework assignments your child has not turned in.  When a student does not turn in homework, he/she has to stay in at recess to complete the assign-

ment.  He/she does not earn any credit for the homework. 

As always, if you have any questions, please call me.  I would appreciate a letter from you informing me about how you feel the school year is going so 

far, things you would like me to work with your child on more, and any suggestions (constructive criticism, please) you have that will make this school 

year as successful as possible for your child.  We are a team.  The more we work together, the more your child will benefit. 

Respectfully, 

Kelly Reynolds 

Home: 274-4259   School: 274-5167 

School: 274-5167   

Reynoldsô Second Grade 
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ñOur experience there will not be forgotten.ò 
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Thomsonôs Third Grade News 

 During the Month of October, the 3rd grade class visited the Sanford Museum.  The kids had a 

guided tour given by our Mayor, Mr. Bailey, and the wonderful Mrs. Miller.  Our experience there will 

not be forgotten. Here are some of the studentsô thoughts about their experience: 

 ñI felt so amazed that all of the stuff was so old, and it just made me think there are a lot of things that 

we have now that we didnôt have then.ò  (Tashiana Gurule, 2010) 

ñI learned that my grandpa was in World War II and the Sanford high school/ elementary was built in 

1896.ò (Alec Holman, 2010) 

ñI felt happy when I walked out of the museum.ò ñI was happy to know Clay, Alec and Mrs. Thomson 

were my cousins.ò (Layne Crowther, 2010) 

ñI have an aunt who went to Sanford school, I got to see her in the museumééò  ñIt was so amazing I 

got to see them and their pictures.ò (Aisley Anderson, 2010) 

ñI felt good that I found out things I didnôt know.  I found out of life back then.  I loved going to the mu-

seumé.ò ñI liked the record player.  I was amazed how old it was.  I felt happy to know all that stuff. I 

found out who I was related to.ò (Thomas Faucette, 2010) 

ñI went to the museum and I saw the first piano in Sanford and the Giants basketball jersey.ò (Keith 

Wise, 2010) 

A special thanks to Mrs. Miller for the opportunity and challenge she gave the 3rd graders to spend a 

nickel at Scottôs store. 

A special thanks to Mr. Kreps for allowing and trusting 26 3rd graders to look around his store and for 

the bag of candyéWe enjoyed it! 

A special thanks to Mr. Bailey for his vast knowledge and devotion to keeping Sanfordôs history alive. 



 Time is quickly racing through November!  We are so blessed to live in this free country.  The 

fourth grade class would like to thank our Veterans for our freedom.  We would also like to thank all 

those who had a part in our Veteransô Day Program here at school.  It was awesome! 

 We are happy to inform you that we have a new student in our class.  Her name is Olivia Marti-

nez.  She is the daughter of Adrian Martinez and Stacey Marquez-Wolff.  What a great addition she is to 

our fourth grade class.  Welcome Olivia! 

 Parents, we will be going skiing three days this season, so mark your calendars now on January 

7th and 21st, and February 18th.  The cost will be skiing - $21 and snowboarding - $41.  As in years past, 

students are required to take a lesson.  That is how we get such a good deal on rates!  Thanks for making 

sure your son/daughter reads every night.  This really helps with his/her fluency and comprehension.   

 We have five students who have passed off their multiplication facts!  They are: Max Salazar, 

Chelsea Edgar, Jakob Peterson, Juliet Chaloupek, and Lacy McCarroll.  Way to go students!  There are 

four more students who are really close.  I wonder 

who will be the next student. All students will get to 

enjoy a fun day full of reading on November 23, 

2010.  Parents, be sure to ask your student about this 

day when he/she gets home on the 23rd.  Happy 

Thanksgiving! 

Mortensenôs Fourth Grade News 

Congratulations to Chelsea Edgar, Jakob Peterson, Juliet 

Chaloupek, and Lacy McCarroll for passing off on their 

multiplication facts!  
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Larsenôs Fifth Grade News 
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What are you thankful for? 

First, Iôm thankful for delicious foods. My favorite foods on Thanksgiving are Cherry 

pie, hot mashed potatoes and gravy, and yummy turkey. The second thing I like about 

thanksgiving is having fun. Before we eat dinner, my cousins and I hang-out and do fun 

stuff together. Sometimes we play games that we can think of or we just find something 

fun. My cousins and I like messing around or my cousins and I will shoot our be-be guns. 

As you can see these are things Iôm thankful for. I am thankful for everything but I am 

mostly thankful for my loving family and my delectable food. What are you thankful for? 

By: Kieanna Salazar 

  

What are you thankful for? 

First of all I am thankful for food. All that stuff wonôt let you starve and itôs oh so tasty. Next is my family. 

They are so fun, helpful and thereôre loving. Last but not least is my big house. First of all my house is one of 

the safest houses you can find. Secondly, my house is very warm when it gets chilly outside. The last reason 

Iôm thankful for my house is itôs so protective. If my house were alive Iôd be the safest kid in the world. Those 

beautiful things that I love are what I am thankful for. 

By: Cooper Canty 

  

Things Iôm thankful for 

The things I am thankful for are, my loving and caring family, my warm and cozy home and the delicious food 

we eat. I always have tons of fun when I am with my family. I love my entertaining family a lot. Right now 

my brother has a throbbing torn meniscus. He will be out of spectacular basketball for a while. I love being in 

my cozy home. My home is very cozy especially with our luxury wood stove. Lastly, I am thankful for my 

mind-blowing food. My favorite food of all time is yummy mashed potatoes and gravy. Every new year we 

have steaming hot crab legs. They are delicious. What things are you thankful for? 

By Taylor Larsen 

  

The things I am thankful for are family, food, and my house. I am thankful for my family because of these 

three reasons. I love my father and mother because the make money and love me. I like my sisters because 

they play with me. I love my brother because he plays sports with me sometimes. Next I am thankful for food! 

First if you have food you wonôt be hungry. One of my favorite foods is steak. It is so delicious. My all time 

mind blowing favorite food is crab legs! I love it dipped with delicious melted butter. Finally I am thankful for 

my cozy house. Itôs a good thing I have a nice warm home or I would be a homeless hobo on the street. My 

house also gives me shelter from any type of weather. Whenever I walk in to my awesome house it is always 

nice and warm. What are the things you are most thankful for? 

By : Maguire Peterson 
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Cantyôs Sixth Grade News 

Halloween Party 

Donôt you just love parties! Although we donôt have them often, they are still fun. We have commit-

tees in the 6th grade class. They plan the party for the rest of us. This year we had our Halloween 

party and it was really fun. We did some games like twister, gestures and this Pokémon game. The 

decorations were awesome; one of my favorites was a big spider hanging from the ceiling. It was 

very spooky. Of course we couldnôt forget food because what kind of party would it be without it. It 

was delicious. Now you know what and how our party was like in the 6th grade. 

By: Olivia Anderson 

 Honor Choir 

If you are wondering what we do in honor choir, Iôll tell you. What we do is sing songs. Plus we 

laugh a lot. My favorite thing we do in honor choir is the Veterans Day celebration! This year we 

will be singing the ñThe Star Spangled Bannerò, ñGod Bless the USAò and a song that has sixteen 

pages! Overall, everyone will come and listen to us sing. 

By Raelyn Canty 

  

There have been lots of thing going on in school, but Iôm going to talk about getting student of the 

week. I got student of the week October 25-28. I got my picture taken and stuff about me put on a 

bulletin board. Thatôs just one of the things that has happened in school. 

By: Wylan Depriest 

  

When our class went to the Creede play, I was interested about learning about the presidents. My 

favorite part was that they decided to inform all the kids about the presidents, and I didnôt know 

much so I was interested. Then all the songs they sang were about the presidents and I learned a lot, 

I learned that the Teddy Bear came from President Theodore Roosevelt. Truly, I thought the play 

was funny, interesting and I learned a lot. 

By: Cheyenne Peterson 

Yearbook Information  

 Yearbooks are on sale for $30.00, and you can buy them from Mrs. Bond or any yearbook stu-

dent.  We have several yearbooks from past years. If anyone is interested, inquire at the front office or 

ask Mrs. Bond. They cost $15.00.    ~Ashleigh Cooper 



 

Smoke Signals  
Page 11 

There will be a 5k Run/Walk benefiting the local 

SLV Chapter of Special Olympics in Sanford, CO, on 

November 27, 2010, at 9:00 a.m. The pre-registration fee 

is $20.00. This fee is recommended to be paid by No-

vember 20th. On the day of the event, everyone is still 

welcome to participate. The fee will be $25.00. Registra-

tion will begin at 8:00 a.m., at Sanford High School (755 

Second Street). For more information contact Jordan 

Larsen @ #719-580-4811.      

~Jordan Larsen 



PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGEé.ONE PRACTICE ONLY!  High School Knowledge Bowl practices 

are ONLY on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m., due to the extremely busy schedules of the 

participants. We have our meets at ASC on the 3rd  Thursday of each month. Come and join us!  

High School Knowledge Bowl 

ñThe only people who never fail are those who never try.ò ~Ilka Chase 
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Jostens Update 

 Jason with Jostens will be here Wednesday, December 1st, at 1:30 p.m., to delivery class rings to 

sophomores. 

 FCCLA Cluster Meetings were held November 4-6th, in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  Students got 

a taste of New Mexico culture by riding the tram to the top of Sandia Peak and then eating at the High Fi-

nance Restaurant.  Students then attended opening session of the National Cluster Meeting.  Byron Embry 

was the keynote speaker who encouraged Americaôs youth to make their own story and grasp the truth of 

their own identity.  The students participated in leadership workshops and heard outstanding speakers.  

Students also heard from youth who had overcome great obstacles in their lives such as bone cancer and 

leg amputation.  There were four main areas of leadership focused on at the conference:  communication, 

perseverance, honesty, and to think outside the box.   During closing session the audience was entertained 

and motivated by Eddie Slowikowski who showed what it really takes to lead through his unique presen-

tation of song and dance.  Those attending learned many leadership skills and were motivated  to become 

great leaders.    ~Jerrica Barr 

FCCLA News 



Red Ribbon Week, October 25th-28th, was a total success, and everyone had 

a ton of fun. During this nationwide act against drug use/abuse, Sanford students com-

pleted several different activities to gain awareness. On Monday, everyone received 

bracelets, dog-tags, or the like, to kick off the weekôs events. Monday was Hugs not 

Drugs Day. Kids brought their stuffed animals to school. Tuesday was Wear Red 

and Pledge Day. The hallways were filled with red participants. Wednesday was 

Crazy Socks and Ties Day, and Thursday was Halloween Dress-up DayðSpook 

Away Drugs.  During the week there was a coloring contest and a poster contest. The winners for the col-

oring contest were: preschool-Sedona Larson, kindergarten-Kaeo Hoffman, first grade-Josie Peterson, and 

second grade-Terese Chavez. The winners for the poster contest were: Fourth grade-Brieanna Crowther, 

fifth grade-Kieanna Salazar, and sixth grade-Kersten Faucette. Coloring and poster contest winners each 

received a bundle of pencils. 1st and 6th grades won the Dress-up Days Contest. First graders received 

suckers and bookmarks as prizes, and sixth grade got bookmarks and juice as prizes. Drug Free Presenta-

tions were given on Thursday, October 28, to all elementary classes. Student Council members visited 

each elementary classroom for 20-25 minutes. They completed a workbook with the students concerning 

anti-drug use/abuse. All elementary participants received candy. The high school students enjoyed a visit 

from Colorado State Patrolman, Trooper Benavides. He discussed responsibility and the lawôs view on 

drug/tobacco/alcohol use. It was a very moving assembly. Everyone in the entire school was allowed the 

opportunity to pledge to be drug-free. The pledge banner is still intact on the wall across from the library.  

Come in and check it out! We hope that everyone gained in some manner or another from this awareness 

week.    

 ~Allison Wonser 

Red Ribbon Week 

ñMy Life, My Choice ð Drug Free!ò 
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Junior Carnival  
Tuesday, November 23, 2010  

Tickets for carnival games will be on sale the morning of the Junior Carni-
val.  Junior students will go around to each class and sell them.  

Cost: $0.25 per ticket  
Games will include a cake walk, fish pond, football throw, basketball 

shoot, pop toss, live goldfish ping pong toss, darts, fortune telling and 
more.  There will also be a booth with various items for sale (fans, jewelry, 

noise makers, cotton candy, popcorn balls, nachos and much more).  
 

Preschoolers and kindergarteners are asked to bring $5.00  
Preschoolers and kindergarteners will be given a bundle of tickets which 

will allow them to play every game and receive a bag of prizes to take 
home.  This will assure that each child receives a trinket.  Children can 

bring extra money for concessions if they wish to do so.  

~ Preschool and elementary  t eachers: please collect your stu-
dentsõ money first thing Tuesday morning and then let the office 

know how many bags your class needs. ~  
 

Extra bags can be purchased for younger children who are not in 
school yet.  

Everyone is welcome. Come and have 
loads of fun!  
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 On October 23, 2010, our FFA Chapter went to the Dicaperl Minerals Corp. perlite 

mine in New Mexico to do one of our chapter service projects; we planted 2,400 trees that 

day. We were unable to plant the desired amount that day, so several members returned to the 

mine on the 29th of October to finish planting 300 trees. Over the period of two days, we planted 

2,700 trees. Alan Norris, with Dicapearl Mineral Corp., made the offer to our chapter. He offered us the 

opportunity to plant the trees, and in return, his company would give our chapter $3,000 dollars. Our pur-

pose for going was to reforest the inactive mine. We planted several types of trees including Ponderosa 

Pine, Pinion, and Juniper. These type of trees grow best in the conditions they are in since the mine used a 

lot of perlite while it was active.  The money that our chapter raised is going to be used to really get our 

chapter started. In December our chapter will be participating in the SLV FFA District Speaking Competi-

tion at ASC.  Students will compete in quiz bowl, parliamentary procedure, extemporaneous speaking, 

and prepared speech.  Student who win their events will represent our SLV FFA District at the Colorado 

State FFA Convention in June that will be held at Adams State College. 

~Chapter Reporter, Kelli Canty  

FFA News 

ñGo Indians Go!ò 
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 The Sanford football boys played Dove Creek in their Cross-Divisional matchup on October 30th. 

The Indians handled the Dove Creek boys to a convincing win. The game was full of scoring by Sanford. 

This placed a bid for the Indians into the State Playoffs. The boys were then matched up against the third 

place team in state, Norwood. The Indians traveled to Montrose on Friday, November 5th, where they 

stayed the night. On Saturday, November 6th, they played Norwood where their season ended. The boys 

finished the season with a winning record of 5-4. Good season Sanford football. 

~Tommy Caldon 

 

] 

Indian Football 

Kayla McGinnis Wins $1000.00 

 Congratulations to our very own Kayla McGinnis who won a $1000.00 College in Colorado per-

sonal statement scholarship in mid-October.  The money can be used at any college of her choosing. Way 

to go! Keep up the great work.  



 Student Council has been very busy this past month. We recently planned and executed a Hats on 

Day. On Wednesday, November 17th, Everyone was given the opportunity to pay a dollar and wear a hat 

to school. This money was donated to The Foundation for Children With Cancer. The event was very suc-

cessful, as we raised $171.25 for the children. We are currently planning a Moment of Silence for the 

morning of December 7th, to honor those fallen in Pearl Harbor. We are also currently planning to sell 

cotton candy on National Cotton Candy Day, which is also December 7th.  Students and staff will be able 

to purchase cotton candy that afternoon for $0.25. Plans for our annual Benefit Christmas Party are under-

way. Our plan is to ask each high school student to donate $5.00. We will gather various donations, etc., 

from local vendors, and then all of the money leftover will be donated to St. Judeôs Medical Research 

Center. We believe that this is a great way to acknowledge the true reason for the Christmas season. Have 

a wonderful Thanksgiving!  

 ~Ryan Miller 

Student Council News 

ñWell done is better than well said.ò ~Benjamin Franklin 
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 The Sanford Dance Team attended a Spirit for Change Competition on Oc-

tober 30th, 2010. They received a first place trophy for the Pom Division, and the grand champion trophy 

for the Overall Dance Completion. They were awarded a $350.00 scholarship that will help buy a new 

stereo system for the dance room.  They would like to thank all those who went out to support them. 

Their State Dance Competition will be on December 4, 2010, at the Coliseum in Denver. The season is 

going great, and they all hope to make their school proud at State.   

~ Amanda Romero, Jordan Larsen, and Taylor Anderson 

Dance News 

 To wrap up the 2010 gymnastics season, Whitney Blinzinger and Paige 

McDaniel competed at the state level in Thornton, Colorado, on November 6, 2010.  

Whitney placed 19th on the floor exercise and 16th on the vault.  Paige placed 17th on 

the vault and was 12th place in the all-around competition.  These girls did a great job and thank everyone 

who supported them!                                        ~Paige McDaniel 

Gymnastics News 



The 2010-2011 volleyball season ended on a high but also low note. We finished tied for second in 

league, which was a major accomplishment because we have not finished this high for at least a couple of 

years. Second and third landed the first Districts game. Enthusiastically we traveled to Custer County for 

the District Tournament. We played Sargent first and encountered a heartbreaking lost. We finished one to 

three, bringing our season to an end. We fought hard and look forward to a strong season again next year. 

There is no doubt that we received some All-Conference spots, but they have not been released yet. Go 

big green!                                   ~Lindsey Rodriguez 

Indian Volleyball  
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 On October 28th Sanford Schools was bombarded by scary Halloween costumes. 

Everyone who dressed was a very good sport. Winners were chosen from each class for wearing a mag-

nificent costume.  Winners included: Morgan Neese, Carmen Garcia, and Addie Lucero (12th grade); 

Amberly Edgar (11th grade); Kelli Canty, Brittany Rogers, and Kristen Hawkins (10th grade); Yvette 

Christensen, Bailee Canty, and Savanna Faucette (9th grade); Breanna Lopez and Kaylee Sutherland (8th 

grade); Chance Canty, Austin Chavez, and Bridgett Reed (7th grade).  The Best Group Dress Award went 

to Paige McDaniel, Lindsey Rodriguez, Whitney Blinzinger and Whitney Canty. Jesse Estrada received 

the Scariest Costume Award. All of the winners received candy as their award for dressing up and being 

good sports.                                                                ~Amanda Romero 

Halloween Dress-up 

In an attempt to highlight the extraordinary students in the Sanford School 

District, National Honors Society, under the direction of Whitney Blinzinger as her 50-

hour service project, has implemented the ñStudent of the Weekò program.  Stu-

dents are nominated by their teachers based on attendance, good behavior, academic excellence, im-

provement, good deeds, and all around first-rate qualities.  The students who have received the honor of 

Student of the Week thus far are: Joslin Bunker, Madison Reed, Adelicia Lucero, Wylan Depriest, 

Daniel Romero, Mason Johnson, Omar Guererro, Brett Crowther, Ethan Larsen, and Kenzie Beckner.  

Congratulations to all of these students who have exhibited strong academics, kindness to others, and a 

love for school. Keep up the great work!                                                                      ~Whitney 

Blinzinger 

Student of the Week 



 Without our Veterans, where would we be? Our Nation may be subject to the rule of 

another country, or we may not have the freedom of speech, religion, or the rights we do enjoy. 

It is important that our Nation honors those who have fought and are fighting for America and 

salute those who gave their lives for us so that we can be a free nation.  Woodrow Wilson de-

clared November 11th as Veteransô Day, a day when we can honor our veterans. On Thursday, 

November 11th, 2010, various members of Sanford Schools put together a program honoring the 

veterans. We invited all the veterans to come and enjoy our Veteransô Day Program.  A great number of veterans 

attended our Veteransô Day Program. The program began with several of our Boy Scouts posting the colors, fol-

lowed by the Elementary Honor Choir singing ñThe Star-Spangled Banner.ò We then recognized all of our veterans 

by asking them to stand. We awarded each veteran with a certificate of appreciation. Taylor Larsen wowed us with 

her piano playing skills as she masterly played a patriotic hymn. The Honor Choir then sang another patriotic song. 

After this, everyone enjoyed viewing a video presentation that incorporated several of our elementary and secon-

dary studentsô thoughts on freedom, as well as several community membersô war stories. We included pictures from 

all the previous wars We learned about Vernell Morgan, La Mont Morgan, and John Cantyôs experiences in differ-

ent wars. Following the video presentation, we all participated in a moment of silence.  The program ended with 

Dillon Gonzales playing his guitar, accompanying Whitney Blinzinger, as she sang ñIôm Proud to be an American.ò 

After she sang the first verse, the Honor Choir joined in. What a great way to end such an important event. They 

harmonized beautifully, and their performance left everyone in awe. Great job to all who helped and participated.  

Sanford Schools would like to, again, issue a thanks to our veterans. And every-

one please always remember, freedom is not free! 

~Michelle Crowther 

 

 

Veteransô Day Commemoration 

ñRemember, Freedom is NOT Free!ò 

Smoke Signals  
Page 18 



 Students in the 7th and 8th grades wrote their thoughts to share on Veteransô Day.  

These were all posted in the gym for others to read during the Veteransô Day Program held 

at the school on November 11th.  What a special program was presented to honor our veter-

ans!  A sampling of the letters follows: 

 ñWriting these letters was fun!ò ï comment by Wyatt Anderson 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

__ 

 

  

 We should all be thankful for our veterans for many reasons.  They fought and died for their country.  They 

were very dedicated people.  If it werenôt for them, things might be completely different for us today.  They gave a 

big sacrifice to keep us safe and free.  We could have a dictator instead of a President.  We can thank them for all 

their dedication and service to our country. 

 I have had an uncle who fought in Vietnam.  He later died of cancer.  I also have had a grandpa and three 

great-grandpas who have fought in wars.  My grandpa is still alive and one of my great-grandpas died at a young 

age.   

 This last summer I went to Washington D.C. and saw some amazing sites.  I saw the Lincoln, Vietnam, 

World War II, and Korean memorials.  I also saw the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington Cemetery.  The 

soldier on duty would guard the tomb for one hour and then they would switch.  He would take twenty-one steps 

and then turn and take twenty-one steps back and forth.  These soldiers go all day and all night, all year round.  This 

meant a lot to me.  I realize better now the sacrifices they have made for all of us. 

Kyler Jackson  

 

 I am proud of all the veterans who have risked their lives by serving in the wars we have faced.  I am very 

proud of my Uncle Kelly who has served in Iraq.  He was a head doctor there and he helped those in need.  He has 

told my family and me some interesting stories that make me proud of every soldier that has served our country.  

All the soldiers who have served are heroes in my eyes, as they should be in everyoneôs.  These soldiers are the rea-

son that we are still free and able to do what we need to do when we need to do it.  Without these brave soldiers, we 

would not be the strong nation that we are.  All veterans should be remembered and honored. 

Dustin Faucette 

Veteran Letters 
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 My grandpa-great was a medic in the war because he didnôt want to 

hold a gun.  He got the highest medal there was for saving a personôs life.  I 

think that is awesome.  He is still alive today.  He was 19 years old when he 

joined the service during World War II.  I am very glad he has told me this, 

plus more.  I am going to tell him thanks for what he did in the war.  I am 

glad he is still here today so I can tell you what he did back then. 

Macy Beckner 

  

 The reason why Iôm grateful for the soldiers and Veteransô Day is 

because I have two members in my family serving in the army and the navy.  My cousin Landon is serving in the 

navy and has been for five years.  He loves working there, and his family always worries about him, but we are 

grateful and happy he is serving our country. 

 My cousinôs husband, Mike, is serving in the army and has been for a long time.  When he gets called to go 

back, he will have to leave his wife, his little girl Meagan who is five, and Micha a two-month old baby boy.  Two 

years ago, he earned a Purple Heart, and we were proud of him.  He was happy to get it, as well.  He is great in the 

army and loves it, but he misses his family when he is gone.   

 I am very thankful for my family members in the armed forces and what all the other veterans have done to 

get us the freedoms we have. 

Mariah Norton 

 

Dear Grandpa, 

 I am writing this letter to tell you thank you for all the freedoms that you have 

given me.  Iôm very glad we are free, but I am sad that you got your arm shot. (He only 

had a green lighter in his pocket, and now he always has a little green lighter in his pocket).  I just 

want to tell all of the veterans, ñThank you very much!ò 

 Ty Canty 

 

 I believe that we should all appreciate both living and dead veterans.  Without them, I donôt think anyone 

could tell us where we would be now.  We COULD all be slaves; we COULD be dead; or we COULD all be what 

we are NOW-- Citizens of the United States of America.  Thanks to our veterans, we are safe, free, and open to 

many possibilities.  These are the people who moved us one step closer to freedom, safety, and to the great nation 

we have now.  Their sacrifices made us the great, wonderful, and open-hearted United States of America we have 

today.  So everyone, PLEASE honor our living and dead veterans. 

Austin Chavez 

  

ñRemember, Freedom is NOT Free!ò 
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