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Gathering Leaves
By: Robert Frost

Spades take up leaves
No better than spoons,
And bags full of leaves
Are light as balloons.

| make a great noise
Of rustling all day
Like rabbit and deer
Running away.

But the mountains | raise
Elude my embrace,
Flowing over my arms
And into my face.

| may load and unload
Again and again

Till I fill the whole shed,

And what have | then?

Next to nothing for weight,
And since they grew duller
From contact with earth,
Next to nothing for color.

Next to nothing for use.
But a crop is a crop,
And who's to say where
The harvest shall stop?
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Superi ntendent 6s Mes

Sanford School District
Master Planning
Community Update

Sanford School District is going through a master planning process to plan for the
future of the school district. Community involvement is needed!

Current Status:

We have hired The Neenan Company to guide us through the master planning process. A master plan is a thorough,
thoughtful analysis of the school district which identifies the strengths that can be built on as well as the weaknesses and
deficiencies that can be improved. This will provide a tool for the administration, staff, and community to make educated
decisions about existing school facilities like whether the existing buildings should be renovated, replaced, or added onto
now and in the future.

A master plan is produced through a team effort involving school administration, staff, students, community members and
professional consultants. The master planning process will take 2-3 months and will include visits from professional con-
sultants and engineers to assess the suitability of our current school buildings. It will also include staff and community
meetings to ask for opinions about what currently works well at the school and what can be improved.

We will be working on the master plan from now until December, so we will need your support!

Next Steps:

You are invited to share ideas and give design input at community work sessions to look at options for school improve-
ments. Please see the dates below:

* School staff is invited to share ideas at an interactive staff meeting
Thursday 10/28 | 4:15-5:45 p.m.

* Community members are invited to share ideas at an interactive community meeting
Thursday 10/28 | 6:00 -7:30 p.m.
* Be a designer for a day and help develop master plan options
Friday 10/29 | 10:00 a.m -7:00 p.m.
* Meetings will be held in the elementary school multipurpose room

I look forward to working with you as we complete this planning process.

Kevin Edgar

Superintendent
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that the public education system is working! Below are ten of the thatt Al am not st ugpied,ro odalid fidn & n:
top reasons to support public education: how to play the sport | play.o
9. Kids can get psyched for a game without your
. . . help. f | hate when parents sgay, O6A]
10. An educated population is the cornerstone of democracy. This going to win, 6like theyodofe pla
nation's well-being depends on the decisions of its educated, in- 8. Itdés your duty as a pafent t
formed citizens. watch your kids do Wonde_rful things. _Kids get
9. Education reduces costs to taxpayers. For every dollar spent to bummed out when you miss games or yak it up too
: o payers. y_ p. much with friends in the tands
keep a child in school, the future costs of welfare, prison, and inter- playing the game, and theyore b
vention services are reduced. It can cost less to educate a child now | | plained one girl. A A
than to support a teenage parent or a repeat offender in the future. ||7: | f you dond6t know what | youdr
Education monies help to secure the future of all citizens kids donot wanfypigabcammenms: t a} k.
. p : AfParents think they know he ru
8. Public schools are the only schools that must meet the needs of all [mom asks annoying gquestiomns. o A
students. They do not turn children or families away. Public schools mom tells me to do things|even
serve children with physical, emotional, and mental disabilities, the first thing about spofts.o
. . 6. Even if you do know what you
those who are extremely gifted and those who are learning chal- about kKids dono6t want yol to t
lenged, right along with children without special needs. thecoach). il hate when parentsg tell
7. Public schools foster interactions and understanding among peo- | | opposite of what the coachess ay , 0 sai d orne chi
ple of different ethnic, religious, and socioeconomic backgrounds. another: filf your parent jsnot
6. "Education is the best provision for old age"-- Aristotle. The fu- shoul dnbe ong.oo
: - p . g s 5. Kids wish you would practice what your
ture support of our aging population depends on strong public preach about sportsmanship. iMy mom alfways
schools. wants me to be a 6good sport, d
5. More than 95 percent of our future jobs will require at least a high ||2! ames the loss on the ref, o cl
hool education. There is no question about the need for an edu- kid. fAArguing with the refs s
Sctd KT : q it takes up time, 0 said another
catea work rorce. 4. Kids often candt hear ou ye
4. The nation pays a high price for poorly educated workers. When concentrating on the game.  Sometimes, they can.. _
retraining and remediation are needed to prepare a worker to do Either way, they donot |ike it.
imple tasks, the cost is paid by both employers and consum- donot hear because youore)so in
even5|_mp ' p y . ploy ||Afterward they say, OWhy didnodt
ers. This process raises the price of American products and makesit|[pl ai ned one child. Said of{hers:
more difficult for this nation to compete in the world marketplace. my parents yell so loud that th
3. The cost of dropouts affects us all. This nation loses more than And fAThey yell and screamfand |
$240 billion per year in earnings and taxes that dropouts would 8. After they lose, kids fonot
pery @l g p i doesnot mgptemnl reactions Al h
have generated over their lifetimes. Well-supported public schools knocked out of the playoff{s and
can engage all students in learning and graduate productive and get them next time!o and nWhen
competent citizens. up after a loss, all they|do is
2. Children are our nation's future. Their development affects all of 2. After we lose, kids dopot wa
: . ) : : p doesmatter. iParents take | oss¢gs har
us. Good education is not cheap, but ignorance costs far more. wrote one boy: Advised one¢ girl
lose some, no big deal! Get
And the Number One reason to support public education. . over itlo .
1. Public education is a worthy investment for public funds. We can 1. Kids just want to have fun. Parents jugt don
- y p : this, kids say. Many kids would rather play on a losing
invest now, or we can pay later. team than sit on the ”~
-- from The lllinois Coalition for Public Education bench on a winning one.
Sincerely Some would like to skip
! practice once in a while.
David Judd AThe thing t
the most is that my par-
Secondary Principal ents take it ., 0
summed up one child. ]
AThey act | i k?é . 8 ; .0

ARnCar pe Di emo

Page 3 SMOKE SIGNALS




Mr s . Crowt her 0s Me s ¢

J 'Q’ Greetings from the Elementary Principal

We completed our first round of the NWEA testing. This is new to our

&
‘Ea’ y elementary, and we are excited to have this as a tool to monitor the
DY 4 ?/‘j progress of our students. The NWEA Maps test is comybatszd.

%[Q@ﬂe }& Students complete questions in reading, language, and math. The next
testing period will also include science.

Thanks to parents and teachers for a successful Parent/Teacher Conference night. We had
90% attendance from our parents.

The end of the®lquarter is Thursday, Oct. 21 Report cards will be sent home on Tuesday
of the following week.

As in the past, the | ast week of October
t here wil/l be various activities that e nc

A reminder that our dress code limits wearing shorts. Now that it is October, students are
no longer allowed to wear shorts. Please help your children with this.

Also, please note that it is important for parents to call and let us know if their children are
out. If we do not receive a call, the child is considered truant

Have a fun and safe
Halloween!

Mrs. Luella Crowther
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Y Preschool News ®
@ &
K] Hello everyone! Summer has come and gone, and fall is upon us. Our pre- )
@ Q school children have been reviewing as well as being assessed on concepts that ® &
& were implemented during the first six weeks. )

9 Fun themes we will be covering in the month of October are: The Three Lit- ®@ 7))
tle Pigs, Fall, Fire Safety, and Pumpkins. We will have a Halloween party. Our cur- )
Q) riculum activities will implement math, language, science, social studies, social ®
@ sills, visual arts, and fine/gross motor skills. We are currently in the process of &
g g planning a fall fieldtrip and welcome any ideas from our parents. o ©
% We currently have two open CPP slots: one in each session, A.M. & P.M. g)
@) Head Start children are welcome to participate in our program during the P.M. (4
@  session. &
@ We would like to thank our parents for making our Parent/ (%% ®
% Teacher Conference a success; we appreciate everything that you do g)
Py g for our program! (4 e
HVI @ @ 9@ @ 9@ @ @ @ @ @ @ QP

oo Tp Tp Tp Tp Tp Tp Op Tp Tp Tp T @ ¢
AW AL WL WL WAVATAVAVAVA VLWL WL WL WA
\r Gartrell 6s Kinder geea t ¢

\W The Kindergartener6s have been bus t his
through more than half of the alphabet, reinforcing our letter names and sounds.
\’ We use the Butterfly Park series, which is a mnemonic program that uses stories to y
help the students remember the sounds y
V Each morning the students have fun learning and singing the songs during calen- V
dar time. So far they have the learned the songs for the month of August, Septem-
V ber and October, as well as the songs for the days of the week and our goed V
morning song. Just ask any of our kindergarteners to sing one of these songs for
\lf you. It is pretty cute to listen to them. In math the students are able to write the \lf
numbers from 0-20 and have been working on shapes and patterns, too. We took
\lﬁ' a class vote, and the students decided so far their favorite thing about school is \lﬁ'
computer time. They have loved playing the educational games
\lﬂ' and have learned some helpful computer skills along the way. Our \lﬂ'
students enjoyed a wonderful trip to the Sand Dunes on Thursday,
\lﬁ' 10/7. We wish everyone a Happy October! \lﬁ'
\r \r
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Lytl eds Kindergartien

| candt bel i eve Theyearssaeddy goiagisy fasDTthe studests are
doing a phenomenal job in school. They are all very excited about learning, and that makes my
job so much easier. We will soon be finishing up writing the letters of the alphabet. Once we are
finished, | will start the students in learning how to read. We will begin daily working on a pro-
gram called, fATeach Your Chi | dhidpoograntwil héfehe d i n
students in learning how to blend sounds together to read words. We will continue to have a
handwriting assignment daily. Please continue to work with your children on their letter names
and sounds. In math, we are starting to write the numbers 1-20. Students will also be working
on being able to count 20 different objects. We went to the Sand Dunes on Thursday, 10/7. We
all had an enjoyable and educational time. It is always so nice to get to spend time Wlth the kids
apart from teaching. | hope everyone has a fun and safe Halloween!

l nzingeros Four

This class is the best and we have the best teacher ever, | love my mom. | Slt at the best
table with Hannah, Gavyn, Melody and Kacee. We work hard and are good listeners. Our class
has lots of books to read and every Tuesday we go to Library. The Science Experiments we do in
class are lots of fun and on Mondays and Wednesdays we get go to computers. We are finishing
PowerPoint Presentations about the Presidents of the United States.

~Brady

llikedthGr ade because the teacher i s awesome and
have our own mini-library of books, so | am always reading. We have Science, Social Studies,
Math, Reading, Spelling and Grammar, so we are all constantly working. My favorite subject is
Science and | 6ve | earned a | ot about mountains

~Lauri

Fourth Grade has been a fun experience so far. We have done exciting experiments this
year in science. My class has made models of plant and animal cells. We went on a fun field trip

to the mountains. We got to see Mrs. Mortensen
far itds been a perfect school year and i f we w
~Gavyn

Once you get into 4" Grade you have to be ready for more responsibility. We have to turn
in our homework every morning or we stay in at recess to finish it. Writing in our planners is im-
portant so that we will know what our homework assignments are each night. Our class is also
trying hard to keep our desks clean. There are a lot of fun things in our class, too. We go to Li-
brary every Tuesday and we eat snack at 2:15 before specials. So when you come, you
better be prepared for 4t Grade. It is a really fun new place.

Donny (deol %

is Cool!
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Forster 0s Fi1r

We were the 101 Dalmatians for Homecoming! We had a great
time dressing up as puppies. We barked along the way.

On, September 234, we went on our field trip. We were able to seelf
a |l ot of fish at Faucetteodos Fi
Striped Bass. We even saw the baby fish. We would like to thank
Tyler and Rochelle for letting us visit, for the toy fish, and the fish
stickers. We also visited the Sand Dunes and learned all about
habitats. The rangers even taught us a little Habitat poem:

Habitats
Food, water, shelter
Space, a Habitat is

a special place!

All of the first graders love to read and we
are working hard on our curriculum. We
are looking forward to Halloween. We get ...
to start our unit in Core Knowledge about
Ancient Egypt and Mummies!

2

_—

z/é-’/ ¢
09 /23/2010
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\or FCCLA News \or

Nor N N N N N N N N N N N N v \or

Our FCCLA club is already having a great year. On September 30th, during
Parent/Teacher Conferences, we mocked a restaurant and served Hawaiian Hay-
stacks. We also served rolls, brownies, honey butter, and lemonade. Many people
came out and supported our cause. They also left with full bellies of tasty fixings.
On October 7th, 2010, we held our Installation/Fun Night. Morgan Neese is the
President, and the officers are: Jerrica Barr, Stetson Edgar, Amberly Edgar,

Paige McDaniel, Kelly Crowther, Kelli Canty, and Michelle Crowther. We are
looking forward to our Fall District Conference which will be held on October
20th, 2010. What a fantastic beginning to a new year.

falloweer Tri

Why did the ghost need a band aid?
Because he had a boo boo

What kind of car does a ghost drivg
. A Boack "
How much candy is given out to kids on Hallowye' 2 nigh
. Alot )
Why do witches fly on brooms?
.Vacuum cords
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FFA News

Our FFA chapter has been involved in many activities since the beginning
of the school year. The freshmen members, along with Mr. Sinclair and Mr.
Canty, attended the B.l.G. (Becoming Involved as a Greenrhand) Conference.

Also, three of our chapter members attended the San Luis Valley District
Nominating Session. Tommy Caldon was on the nominating committee that
voted on who the district officers were to be. Kylan Reynolds and Jessica So-
wards ran for district offices while at the session. Kylan is now the San Luis Val-
ley District Secretary, and Jessica is the District Sentinel.

We would like to thank all of those who supported the DJs fund-
raiser we, as a club, did. Your help and support is greatly appreciated and recognized!
During the month of October, see any FFA member if you would like to save $20.00 on a ton of Crystallex
products; we will give the coupons to you as soon as we receive them. Also, if anyone is interested in buy-
ing fruit, during the month of November we will be selling it. In previous years the fruit has been greatly
worth it.

On September 20th and 21st, several members of our chapter attended the Hesperus
Leadership Conference in Hesperus, Colorado. Although the conference was primarily for the Southwest
District, they invited any members/chapters from the San Luis Valley District to come and enjoy the lead-
ership sessions. While there, the members participated in leadership sessions that allowed them to focus
on the following: character, opportunities, and learning. The leadership session was believed to have
greatly improved the leadership skills of those in attendance.
-Kelli Canty, Chapter Reporter

San Luis Valley Writers: Do it...Write

Q: Why did you start a writing club?
: Frankie: | like to write. | want to write and
Attention Writers! thought it would be encouraging to meet with

(If you like writing or have a story to tell, this means YOU.) 0 t h er p eo p I e a b ou t Wr I t I n g
o groups before, so | wanted to start one of my
Come join us!
Bi Kkl ti own.
* Biweekly meetings . ~ . . .
P i Linda: | 6ve enjoyed writir
* aring and critiques X "
* Friendly atmosphere In b € f or e. I t 0s a g 00 d wa &

* Guest speakers and info

sharing T Q: How many people usually come to your
To encourage those meetlngs’)
s’ ey, Usually six or more are welcome.
writing by providing support,
resources, and education.
Q: How often are your meetings?
Meetings are biweekly every other week and
Call (719) 580-1479 for more information every other Tuesday night. If you have been

coming and there iIis a char
fied.
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Q: Is there another way for members to contact you besides phone?
There is email:
Frankie- frankiecolton@yahoo.com

Linda- Lindawte@yahoo.com

Q: What do you do in your meetings?

We discuss writing events and topics that writers are interested in like copyrights and creat-
ing characters and setting exercises. We read pieces that we have written and get feedback
from the group.

~Come and try it once or twice~
*Free
*Begins at 7:00 p.m.
*295 Greenleaf

FYI108 -Frankie Colton has been interested in writing as long as she can remember.She had a
very good start because she had Mrs. lva Reynolds as her high school English teacher. She
writes poetry and stories, and about family and personal histories.

Linda Smith had a great high school English teacher who made writing fun, and she like to
read, so it makes her write. She had Herbbsusi
ness helps people selpublish their personal histories.

They are in the planning stages of establishing a small publishing company.

| Student Council News \

Student Council is once again working hard for and to thank others. This will be
put into action the week of October 25" through the 28, when we will institute Red
Ribbon Week (Drug-Free Week). In order to get into the groove of Red Ribbon Week, we will give out vari-
ous drug-free paraphernalia such as bracelets, dog tags, etc., to ALL students, staff, and faculty, sponsor
dress up days, present all elementary classes with drugfree awareness curriculum, and provide the ele-
mentary classes with drug-free contests (poster and coloring) in which one winner from each class will be
chosen and presented an award. The class that has the most dresap participation will win an ice -cream
party. Also, we hope to be privileged to have a helicopter visit our school during one of these days. The
helicopter crew typically presents a AYou can do

We are also busy prepping for Hats on Day. This nationally renowned noteworthy activity is awe-
some. Anyone who wants to help support children with cancer donates a minimum of $1.00 to wear a hat
all day. The hat is symbolic to show sympathy for those who wear hats in order to cover hair loss due to
cancer. Hats On Day is scheduled for Wednesday, November 17th. All proceeds will be donated to The
Foundation for Children With Cancer.

Our recycling program is off and running. Mr s .

turned in. No other elementary class has recycled as of yet. Way to go first graders! The class with the most
recycled aluminum cans will receive a pizza party on Earth Day in April. All monies gained from recycling
will be donated to our local Habitat for Humanity. This noteworthy cause has greatly helped many people.

L]
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